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Cool off with our refreshing "Water Features” issue, Your exciting new

Outdoor Bscape starts at the Sturgis Landscape Rock Gallery and
Outdoor Kitchen Showroom. See great ideas for natural stone inside
- ROCK SOLID SOLUTIONS

WWW.STURGISMATERIALS.COM
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Defining Spaces..Not Confining Spaces in Outdoor Living

Here in Kansas City. many can remember the 1950°s
and 1960°s where the Tudor home with a side patio and porch
wis the place for enteriaining, playing cards, and visiting with
neighbors, Times were much simpler then and socializing was
a way of life. Somewhere along the way, we lost the innocence
and became a more secluded society. With recent domestic and
international events, politics and communication overload...
it's time to return (o simplicity!

l'o understand this better, we interviewed outdoor living
expert and landscaper Brett Berry with Landscape Renderings.
Here are some curment trends that are taking place. According to
Brett, outdoor living has evolved in the last year to truly defined
living spaces. This is not to be confused with confined space.

To explain, you must think about the history of Midwestern
landscaping. In the 19%0°s and 1970°s, thick hedge rows and shrubs were
the way to gain privacy around your patio and porches.

And if that wasn't enough, in the 1980 and 1990's, the trend of
tall wooden privacy fences dominated suburbs all across the Midwest. It
was like a fortress being built around every home to keep the dog in, and
the neighbors out. Our society has become secluded and private. Recently,
homeowners have staring saying “enough is enough™ and are ready (o get
hack to living...Outdoor Living. Here are the results of decades of
barricading ourselves in...

Defined Space: The newest trend is a covered patio or deck
that is open on the sides for fresh air (no screens). They have low-maintenance roofs, ceiling fans and infrared heaters
to gain a few more months of outdoor comforn. The populanty of wood or steel pergolas, dressed up with natural stone,
is growing at a fast rate as well. The defining of the outdoor living space is no longer done with lanze bushes and shrubs,
according to Brett, Instead. simple greenery (not dense) becomes an accent and does not overwhelm. Plus, natural stone
patios and sitting walls help define space without enclosing it. and the sitting walls provide extra seating for guests.

Clean, modern, low maintenance, living spaces are in high demand. Brett says that corporate excoutives
who moved in from the coasts, and were used to the entertainment value these living spaces offer, influenced much
ol this trend. In addition, it’s an age group between 35 and 50 that are looking for a
cleaner, simpler, more modern design that is shaping vards all across the area,
But not just the backvard...

Front vards are also getting the treatment! Just like back in the 19500,
people are wanting 1o be more social. 5o hanging out on the front porch is popular
again. Concrete steps, stoops and porches are being covered with eve-appealing
natural Magstone. More professionally designed front vards are popping up with
heautiful outdoor landscape lighting, courtvard walls, water features, built-in planters,
decorative columns and more. Hopefully the days of overgrown shrubs, privacy
fences and seclusion are over. Hooray for the retum of Outdoor Living!

AN phalos and sfomewark i ihis arficke ane courfesy of Landscape Rendenngs, §13=-708-6775



Thinking Green by Mark Flynn

S0 vou want a water feature in your vard? Maybe vou'd like wo read the Sunday paper on vour pano
with a gentle running waterfall just feet away. Or you might enjoy the sound and look of a rushing
waterfall flowing into a stream.,
EASY! Alright...not so casy.

Water features are one of the most relaxing
features in the yard | can think of. However; moving
walter, contamning waler, and making water do what you
want can be challenging at best. 've seen the most
accomplished do-it-vourselfers fail miserably when
attempting o do a water feature. To save vourself time,
money and frustration, you should hire a professional
whao will help with the following steps...

The first thing to consider is LOCATION,
LOCATION, LOCATION, Examing the arca of the
proposed water feature carefully. IFit's in a low spot,
waler will run from your roof, patio, or drveway and
flood your water feature in a heavy rain. Other troubles
pecur when the ground shifts in the winter from our
frecze & thaw conditions. This can increase the chance
of stone being dislodged off the waterfall and dropping into the pond. or the waterfall completely caving in.

Once vou have decided on a location, vou need 10 know how large the feature will be. If vou want fish in the
feature, 1o survive over winler, the deepest part should be at least 36™ deep. The type of liner vou use is entical. I've
seen many features leak because of cheap liners. The last thing you want is to drain hundreds of gallons of water and then
remove several tons of stone because vou have a rip or puncture in a
cheap rubber liner at the botiom of your pond (believe me | have had
to do that myself). See wehsite for Bend Tarp liner.

You also need o consider how much water will be in the
feature 0 vou have an adequate pump to move the water. The
volume of water will also dictate what tvpe of skimmer is needed.
Side Nove: Warer Plamis .l'r..'nllrl Purify yoawr ||'l.|.l|.-.i, I|'1|'r.--| I|'l.r.-.-|..l..|'.- i .|'r..-.-.|-.|'.'|'|_'|'
environment and onygen for vouer sl fricm

The stone vou choose to build yvour water feature is
as critical as all the other components combined. I you plan on
running the feature year-around you really need

to consider our freeze-thaw environment. The
worst stone to use is our local limestone. With
the winter we just had still fresh in our minds,
our local limestone will disintegrate under those
conditions. The best stone for a natural looking
Feature is our moss boulders and our granite
cobbles. Mixed together they can create a veny
striking contrast. Use flagstone on yvour walerfall
shelves o enhance the natural look

Water features are so pleasing with both
sight and sound; they are one of the most relaxing
features in today s outdoor living environments. For all your waler featire anowers and rock sofid solutions visic us ar
Srureis Materials 1o see owr sample waler features for yoursell
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You could say that the onginal
*Outdoor Living” spaces began around
residential pools. They had simple
concrete patios surrounding them, and
very little landscaping. The pools were
the design and were not as beautiful or
complex as the ones being built today.
Ire the last 10 o 15 years, pools have
evolved as an essential part of Cutdoor
Living design.

Entertaining in and around water
has never been so popular. Whether
it's a breathtaking waterfall or a full-
s1zed pool (or a combination). natural
stone is the preferred choice for those
homeowners who want 10 make an
impression. As entertamming, hosting and
cookouts are returming to the forefront
of our social environment, these newly created spaces are becoming more important to homeowners. Parents are
prefernng to keep their kids at home, and make their backyards a "destination poant™ for neighbors, family and fnends

Why is natural stone so popular around pools? For answers to this question, we consulted with experienced
pool expert and landscaper, David Barthell with Nanwrescapes. " Today, designers consider important factors like
creating a more natural landscape look and feel. The result can be peaceful, tranguil and upscale at the same time
Although natural stone can be more work than pre-fabricated matenials, the matenal can be more durable and can
hold 1ts value much longer.”

What tremds are taking place in outdoor pools? Barthell "Homeowners are wanting more elaborate pool
designs that consider outdoor kitchens, patios, and landscaping. Today's pool design can include reel-like ledges,
underwater bemches, and natural stone steps. Often we are seeing designs with 4'-6" waterfalls {some mulii-level)
which flow into the side of the pool. Water
features are adding to the sound and motion
of the hardscape with a relaxing environment.
I'he water movement also can help with the
pool's circulation if designed properly.”

"The biggest evolution in pool design
is the surface and color of the water. When
done right, these two features can create a
mirror image of the pool’s surrounding
landscaping. Therefore, the natural-look of the
pool goes ong step further with a tree line
reflection. Homeowners want deep, rich blue
color resembling a mountain lake or sapphire
blue like vou see in the Caribbean




What design elements do yvou consider
at the earliest stages? "We trv to determine
“theme” early on. We look at the land levels,
surrounding architecture, the home's color,
texture, and more. This will also help determine
what flagstone color and texture we will be using
Recent popular styles are classic, natural, and
"lagoon". OUnce these design elements are
determined, we start to look at tile used at the
water line, pool coping (the edge between the
pool and the patio), and the patio tlagstone.”

Sturgis provides coping solutions which
invalves custom cutting and special treaiments to
stone for any purpose. In the case of pools,
Sturgis will create the upward curves that you
se¢ on pool coping and also the texture

"Coping with a rough, chiseled edge
which is grounded down to a smoother
fimish is a desired look for many
homeowners" says Barthell

Sometimes you need limestone
incorporated into your pool design, or
special "bull-nose”™ cut pieces of stone
for safe, rounded edges. For textured
stone, you may want a rough-chiseled
edge with a smooth top surface

Rely on the professionals at Sturgis o
provide the details that sel your pool or
outdoor living area apart from the rest!

All 4 phofos and stonewaork in this arficle are compliments of Nalurescapes, 913-579-T305.
Matenal Lised Assorfed Moss Rock Bowders and Buckskin Flagstons for fhe poal deck

See Great Stonework

OnLinéd&y

See over | 500 1deas
and photos of natural
stone projects. We
display them on our
Sturgis Photo Gallery
where homeowners can see Zrel
work by local contractors. We have
over 35,000 visitors every vear and

growing fast!

www.sturgismaterials.com

Call us for

Referrals

Chur staff 15 ready to recommend

a Mason, Landscape Architect,
Designer, or Contractor. We can
also give you names and phone
numbers of quality businesses that
are best for vour project. Plus, go
on-line to our "Find a Contractor”™
page on our web site or

Call 913-371-7757

Anvone can help vou?

We have the best

Delivery

Your time 15 important, that's why
we make sure your stong 15 delivered
1o the job sie on time. We have a
fleet of trucks to handle any of our
customer's delivery
necds. Shipments are
scheduled Monday

through Saturday

We make it easy.




Straight Answers by Chris Straight

Q: Can | mortar the joints in between my flagstones?

A: If vour stone has been installed over a concrete slab, then mortar
may be used to fill in the joints, 1f vour walkway or patio has been
installed using the gravel/sand base method, then you wall not want to
put monar in the joints. The sand/gravel based pano 1s intended to
"float” and will raise and lower with the earth during frost-heave.
Mortar in these joints will simply crack. There are some products on
the market that are intended to act as a stable filler in these situations,
but they are mostly intended for use with brick pavers and have yet to
be proven to work well with flagstones. Sand and topsoil mixed together
are commonly used for e o e
jointing sand/gravel based

patios. In addition, our Gran-f-Path provides an attractive alternative
in between stones

(): Should I seal my stone patio to ensure longevity?

A: Contrary to popular belief, sealing natural stone in extenior applications
can actually decrease the lifespan of your patio. According the Marble
Institute of America. "Generally, topical sealers are not recommended

in exterior applications, because they can trap moisture in the stone
which may lead to surface deterioration during freeze-thaw cyeles.” As
Gormatric pano uting Natursd Ciet Sksalone - Randon freeze-thaw 15 of primary concem in Kansas City's climate, we rarely
ST T, N o TN L, R e recommend sealing stone patios outdoors.

Q: I see a beige colored rock being dug up at construction
sites and used in landscaping. What Kind of stone is this?

A: The stone that 15 typically seen along the roadsides and native to the
kansas City area 15 usually Limestone. As with all stones, there are numerous
tvpes and not all are suited for building materials. If local limestone freezes
before it's allowed to drain its pre-harvest moisture, it will crumble and
crack in very short order, hastened by the number of freeze-thaw cycles we
endure. Caution should be used when building with materials that have not
heen sourced through standard quarryving methods

Mafiry' imesicone bowdens foond anound Ransas Ciy

Ask the Expert: e-mail chris@sturgismaterials.com or call (913) 371-7757
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Ed Walsh, Cut Stone Solutions

If vou want the edge in building a beautiful Backyand Escape. our Cut Stone Division
can make vour custom upgrades that will enhance your new space.

- Pool Coping and Weirs - Steps & Walkways
- Poal Decks and Borders - Founiaing and Bird Baths
= Benches = Outdoor Counter tops

- Wall & Pier Caps

You can choose from our large supply of: Limestone, Sandstone, Bluestone, Marble and Gramite

Plus, we can help you

find a landscape designer or installer. Call the Cut Stone Division at 913-371-7757.
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oldsters utilzing your pool
Flagstones with litle heat

degree and sunny days of summer. Limestones such as Desert Cream,
Antique Gray, and Indiana are good examples of "stay cool™ flagstones

We at Sturgis have never
swimming pool chemicals

on your flagstone, especially during winter, you might want to stay away

from limestone flagging.

Common Sense Solutions by Mare Lonesk

in outdoor installations like patios. porches, and

around Kansas City due to the numerous freeze-
thaw cycles prevalent during our winter seasons.

Desirable traits unique to (poolside) flagstone
includes slip resistance, low heat retention,
chemical resistivity, and cost.

Most flagstones, thanks to Mother Nature, are
nngtely slip resistant. The most resistant are natural cleft quartzites or
standard high density sandstones. Bluestone, Buc kskin, and Sonoran Gold
are good examples of slip-resistant flagstones. IF you have youngsters or

lagstone 15 a flat stone used for paving, primanly

kways, High quality Nagstone is required

viou might want to consider this type of flagging.
retention make it nicer on bare feet during 100

seen a problem with our flagstones due to
However, if you have dogs who might uninate

Egauiul pabo with & custom biend of
saveral fypes of Flagsions. Slonawork by

When buying flagstone the cost per square fool 15 much more important Green Expectations, §13-897-8076
than the cost per ton. Large, thin stones which absorb very little water are usually the most economical and easy-to-
mstall Magstones. Crystal Ridge and Rocky Mountain Quartzite are perfect examples of this tvpe of flagstone. The
predominance of straight edge pieces inherent in Cryvstal Ridge make it our best valued flagstone.
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Landscape Rock Gallery &
Outdoor Kitchen Showroom

Landscape Rock Gallery. Sturgis offers the largest and most L m

unigque selection of natural stone in the Midwest, We feature so many
different options that we encourage you 10 enjoy a stroll through the
courtyard in order 1o find the right stone 1o meet vour personal lasies
and application needs. Plus, just displaying pallets of rock wasn't
enough. 50 Sturgis created a backyard escape in their own backyard.
Just go through the showroom and exit outdoors into a world of stone
{or walk around back after hours). You can see what types of stone
vou're attracted to and what the |II'I1-‘i|'llT"¢.1 product can look hl-c-:.._. S Your 24:Mour

before you start on vour project. 3
Our Landscape Rock Gallery was
created with vou in mind!

Showrogm

Outdoor Kitchen Showroom. Our new showroom displays options for
beautiful outdoor living arcas. Sec examples of outdoor Kitchens using both
woid and stone, In addition to the kitchen construction, we also offer custom
stone counters and grill tops to complete vour project. And if vou don’t see
what you're looking for, our consultants can find a solution!

Education & Support. You should know that Sturgis offers Rock Solid
Solutions on a daily basis. However, when vou need one-on-one instruction
or advice, we are also here for vou, We want o take the time to show vou
how to get the best results using natural stone,

Historic Train Yards:

550 S. Packard, Kansas City, KS
Open Weekdays 7- 4:30, Saturdays 8-noon

(913)371-7757

STURGIS

ROCK SOLID SOLUTIONS
since 1942

WWW.STURGISMATERIALS.COM
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